
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

First Congregational United Church of Christ  
June 19, 2016  

10:30 am 



Jesus   Justice   Prayer   Peace  
* Indicates to rise in body or spirit 

 
Welcome           Gary Mitchell 
Please pass the red friendship pads to sign in at this time.  If this is your first time visiting, please legibly write your 

name and address so we may send you a letter of welcome and more information about our church. 
If you have a prayer concern, you may fill out a prayer card located in the pew pads and place it in the prayer box 

in the Narthex or in the offering plate when it is passed later in the service.  

 
Congregational Hymn Sing  
 
Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 42) 

Leader:   As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for  
 you, O God. 

 People:  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I  
  come and behold the face of God? 
 

Leader:  My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me  
 continually, "Where is your God?" 

People:  These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I  
 went with the throng, and led them in procession to the  
 house of God, with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, a  
 multitude keeping festival. 

 
Leader: Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me?  

People: Hope in God; for I shall again give praise to my help and  
 my God.  

 
Leader:  Deep calls to deep at the thunder of your cataracts; all  
 your waves and your billows have gone over me. 

People:  By day our God commands his steadfast love, and at  
 night God's song is with us, a prayer to the God of our lives. 

 
*Hymn # 12   “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” v. 1 & 2 
 



Opening Prayer (prayed in unison) 
God of our ancestors, across generations you have nudged and guided, 
prompted and corrected, healed and restored.  But after thousands of 
years of faith and community, we still live in a broken world.  People 
hunger for food, love, and healing.  The visions of justice and 
wholeness we glimpse still dance beyond our grasp.  Sometimes we 
grow tired and lose hope.  Grant us the hope we need for today, that 
we might continue our lives and our struggles in faith.  Bless us with 
courage, that we may offer a continuing vision of love and wholeness 
for those who follow us in the years to come.  Amen. 
 
Response   “O God Hear My Prayer” 

 
 
Scripture reading                                 Psalm 43 
 
Anthem   “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee’ – arr. Thompson  

   “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” – arr. Thompson    
           Children’s Chime Choir 

 
Time with Children        Gary Mitchell  

 Children will remain in worship today.   

 



Passing the Peace 
 
Scripture Reading                                 I Kings 19:1-16 

 
Sermon          "When Juneteenth is Not Enough"  Rev. Brenda Lewis 
 
*Hymn #383  “Come, Let Us Join with Faithful Souls” 
 
Concerns and Celebrations 
 
Sharing our Gifts 
     Invitation to Share: 
          Our building was built by those who came before.  Our scriptures were written  
  from the triumphs and tears of our ancestors.  May our gifts today offer  
  resources to sustain those who follow in the days to come. 

        Offertory  
 Prayer of Dedication (prayed in unison) 
          Generous God, bless these gifts that we share today, gifts of  
  material blessing, of skills and talents, of compassion and  
  kindness.  May all our gifts join together to meet the needs of 

our community and neighbors.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn #391     “In The Midst of New Dimensions” 
 
Benediction 
    Leader:  When we are tired, 
    People:  God grant us rest and renewal. 
    Leader:  When we are discouraged, 

    People:  God grant us enough hope to continue. 
    Leader:  When the needs seem too many, 

    People:  God grant us the ability to make the small differences we  
 can, knowing that we only need to do our part. 
    Leader:  Go out into the world with strength and renewal given by God, recipients of  
 grace sharing that grace with a hurting world.   

 



 
        

 
Welcome!   

We are a progressive, risk-taking Christian faith community. 
 

We follow the way of Jesus as the Christ and are welcome, open, and affirming to all.  
 

We believe God is vibrant, alive, and still speaking to us!  
 

We believe that God encourages us to engage the world through acts of mercy, peace, and 
justice. 

 
 

For Todayôs Service 

Greeters/Ushers: Al Mojonnier, Tisa Lewis 

Liturgist:  Cathy Whitlock 

Security/Floater: Randall Bowman (Door 

Checks & Monitor) 

Nursery/Childcare: Kerby Wyatt 

Deacon of the Month: Mary Ann Brackett 

(mochasmoms2@charter.net) -828-777-

6387 

Alternate Deacon: Judy Slater (Accessibility 

Door) jbugslater@gmail.com; 734-679-3497 

 

Our Staff 

Rev. Margot Pickett, Interim Senior 

Minister (margot.pickett@uccasheville.org) 

Gary Mitchell,  Assistant Minister 

(cantorucc@aol.com) 

Yolanda Adams, Ministry Coordinator 

(ministry@uccasheville.org) 

Harper Leich, Administrative Assistant 

(admin@uccasheville.org) 

Andrea Blankinship, Contract Accountant 

Taleese Morrill, Youth Ministry 

Coordinator (taleesemorrill@gmail.com) 

Viviana Altamirano , Custodian 

 
 
Events and Opportunities to Connect      More information: www.uccasheville.org 
Guest Preacher and Workshop Leader June 26th: Please plan to join us on June 26 when we will 

have a special guest preacher, Rev. Elizabeth (Beth) Kennett, from the Center for Congregational 

Health. Beth is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ who specializes in consulting and 

coaching ministries. Beth also has expertise in transitional issues, team building, and conflict 

management. She will introduce us to the ñFive Cs of Congregational Health: Clarity, Conflict, 

Communication, Community, and Change,ò focusing primarily on Communication and Community. 

The Transition Team has highlighted these as areas of growth for FCUCC as we move into the future 

and has invited Beth to preach and lead a workshop immediately after worship for the congregation 

on June 26. We hope many of you can be there! 

 

The Church and Mental Illness: A 3-Part Adult Forum Summer Series:  

9:15 am ï 10:15 am in E-101.  The first part of this series was this morning, but please join us for the 

remaining two sessions:  July 10th ï Responding as People of Faith to Suicide: Suicide is a painful 

http://www.uccasheville.org/


subject. It is a tragic ending to a life haunted by pain and suffering. Too often the church has only 

responded with judgment and condemnation. How do we as a faith community respond with 

compassion, understanding, and grace to those whose illness brings them to a place where taking their 

lives seems the only solution to their pain? How do we offer love and support to those who have 

already lost someone they love to suicide? 

August 7th ï Maintaining Hope and Resilience While Living with Mental Illness: All of us need 

supportive resources and practices to help us sustain faith, hope, and resilience as we journey through 

our days. Persons living with mental illness often face even more challenges in holding on to hope as 

they navigate a life impacted by their illnesses. How can we as a faith community provide 

encouragement, nurture, and support along their journey? What kind of ministries might we develop to 

meet the needs of persons in our community living with mental illness? 

Facilitator: Rev. Jerene Broadway, staff chaplain at Mission Hospital, where she serves primarily in the 

Copestone psychiatric units. Jerene is also a member of the board of National Alliance on Mental 

Illness Western Carolina. 
 

All Church Retreat August 12-14 at Lake Logan Episcopal Center 
The theme of this yearôs retreat is ñRe-Imagine the Gifts of God: Sowing Seeds of Hope and 

Wholenessò Retreat Leaders are David LaMotte, Rev. Karen Richardson Dunn and Katie Warren, M. 

of Ed.  The Transition Team will also facilitate a session on our church heritage immediately after 

lunch on Saturday.  If you havenôt been to one of our wonderful retreats before, please consider coming 

this year. It is a rejuvenating experience. Registration forms are available in the Narthex (pink sheets) 

or in the plastic pocket outside Yolandaôs office.    More information can be found on our website: 

www.uccasheville.org.  

 

Baseball with Beaver:  Next game is Friday, June 24th for $1 hotdog night and fireworks!  Please 

contact Beaver to reserve your tickets: 231-3113.    
 

 

Church Calendar 
Sunday, June 19th   

10:30 am Worship, Guest Preacher Brenda 

Lewis   

12:00 pm Trans 101 part II in Sanctuary  

Monday, June 20th 

5:45 Sacred Pause Class 

Tuesday, June 21st  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting  

Wednesday, June 22nd   

2:00 Stir the Soul Café in Library 

Friday, June 24th   

Baseball with Beaver (Tourists Game) 

8 pm Comedy Show  

Sunday, June 26th  

10:30 am Worship, Guest Preacher Rev. 

Beth Kennett  

11:40 am Workshop with Rev. Kennett in 

Sanctuary  

12:00 pm Laundry Love (Off Campus)  

 

 

  
 

      
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A note on the artwork: The cover image is of Elijah at Mt. Horeb.  The back image was 

from an article about how books about slavery can impact children of today.  When describing what 

her sermon might cover, Brenda wrote: ñThe basic theme is about the justice issues we inherit, and the 

way we keep going when the issues don't end.ò  The back cover image illustrates that nicely, I think.  ï 

Harper Leich, Administrative Assistant  
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

First Congregational UCC 
20 Oak Street Asheville, NC 28801 

Please send all mail to PO Box 3211 Asheville, NC 28802. 

www.uccasheville.org 
828-252-8729 


