A Quieter Injustice

On Friday, January 13, in New Bern, NC, three unemployed Muslim youths were sentenced to prison terms of 15, 32, and 45 years.  They were charged with conspiracy.  They didn't do anything, they just talked about it among themselves -- while being recorded.  While many of their words should not be described as well tempered, some of the recordings were also 'interpreted' for the jury as 'coded.'  In addition to being among the overwhelming number of today's unemployed youth, they were under surveillance as Muslim. 

The jury was informed that when one of them talked about the beach where he and his wife honeymooned in Egypt, he was actually using code.  The prosecution contended that other Muslim terrorists had used 'beach' as a code for some strategic terrorist need.  And since these youths were Muslims, they certainly knew what Muslim terrorists were using as code.  And because they knew this, they were certainly terrorists as well.  

This was not the only evidence presented.  It was just the most flagrant abuse of due process.  

Suspicion is hard to quench.  It is especially hard to quench in a trial that takes place one month after the tenth anniversary of 9-11.  And it is hard to quench in the very conservative city of New Bern -- away from the Muslim community in Raleigh where all the conspiracy was alleged to have taken place.  And it is hard to quench when the accused have been held in solitary confinement following their arrest.  And it is hard to quench when the accused have already spent over a year in prison awaiting trial.  And it is hard to quench when the news coverage is centered on the good job that our anti-terrorism forces have done in uncovering this 'plot.'  

Dr. Melva Underbakke, our friend at UCC Tampa, has been following this trial since its beginning.  It was a strong issue with her last spring when she presented the case of her good friend at the University of South Florida who became swept up in a major anti-terrorism effort in 2003.  On this last December 6, she and others celebrated the sixth anniversary of the jury verdict in the case of USA vs. Dr. Sami Al-Arian.  There was not a single guilty verdict among the 17 charges against him and three others.  After fifty million dollars spent, the best the prosecution could achieve was a hung jury on 9 charges with only two jurors holding out for a guilty verdict.  The defense presented no witnesses, they rested as soon as the prosecution rested.  And the jurors saw through the convoluted, circular logic.  

The Internet is full of articles on this issue.  The sites we are following are:

Friends of Human Rights  http://www.friendshumanrights.org/
National Coalition to Protect Civil Freedoms  http://www.civilfreedoms.org/
Free Sami Al-Arian  http://freesamialarian.com/
The last site deserves special recommendation for its detailed listing of all legal proceedings in the Al-Arian case.  Both prosecution and defense filings are there.  Be warned though that lawyers are very lengthy in their arguments.  

Prominently missing from these recommendations is Wikipedia.  While many articles have been written detailing the issues, the rewriting of articles here is very active.  At any time, we cannot be sure which editor was last active.

Our Christian Action Committee is budgeting $50 to support the National Coalition to Protect Civil Rights.  We do so now to promote discussion among our members.  We now ask our members to bring their own ideas and support.
Jim Beggs

