
We invite people of every race, nationality, age, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
marital status, ability, financial means, ethnic and spiritual background into the full life and 

ministry of this congregation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS JULY 6, 2008 
July Deacon:  Phil Sageser.  Alternate:  Paul Gillespie 

 
Welcome Visitors! 

We are glad to have you here this morning, and we hope you enjoy your time with us.  Please 
stop by the visitor’s information table in the Friendship Hall downstairs after the worship 
service.  If you have questions, please speak to an usher, greeter or minister.  Members wearing a 
nametag with a red comma are also available to answer your questions. 
 
Attention all FCC members and guests: During the month of July, there will not be a 
Friendship Time following Sunday morning worship service.  Hope to see you on the 3rd of 
August.   Hospitality Committee Co-Chairs: Judy Bircher and Donna Jacobs 
 

Calendar, Week of July 6 – 13 
Sun. July 6  No summer Sunday school 
 9:20 am Summer choir rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship Service(Summer time-schedule) 
Mon. July 7 
 9am-4pm *Asheville Community Theater Summer Camp all week 
 3:00 pm  *DRA Ð Room O 
 5:45 pm  Ballroom Dance Ð Friendship Hall 
Tue. July 8 
 9am-4pm *Asheville Community Theater Summer Camp all week 
 9:00 am *Preferred Properties Ð Room A 
 9:30 am Staff Meeting -  Library 
 12 noon *People of Faith for Just Relations Ð Room A 
 5:30 pm Deacons Meeting – Library 
 6:30 pm *Mankind Project Ð Room P 
 6:30 pm Stewardship Committee – Room M 
 7:00 pm *Parenting from your Heart Ð Room O 
 7:00 pm Team Earth! - Library 
Wed. July 9 
 9am-4pm *Asheville Community Theater Summer Camp all week 
 5:30 pm Piecemakers - Library 
Thurs. July 10 
 9am-4pm *Asheville Community Theater Summer Camp all week 
Fri. July 11 

 9am-4pm *Asheville Community Theater Summer Camp all week 
Sat. July 12 
 10:00 am *SLAA - Library 
Sun. July 13  No summer Sunday school 
 9:20 am Summer choir rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship Service (Summer time-schedule) 

Events in Italics are community groups using our facilities. 
Summer Singers – Wish you could sing with the choir but too busy for night rehearsals?  Meet 
with us at 9:20 am Sunday mornings, and we will put together music for the service.  Our 
summer services will be more laid back, you don’t have to sit in the choir loft during the service, 
just come up during the passing of the peace, sing and head back to your seat in the 
congregation. 
 
Art Gallery News:  “Woven Together in Spirit” features art quilts by artist Martha Jane 
Petersen of Black Mountain. 
 
Would you like to share flowers from your garden with the church?  Bing some on a Sunday 
morning to add color to our summer worship table or to welcome people as they enter.  If you 
have questions, contact Mike Bircher (828-665-9286) or Gary Mitchell at the church. 
 
July 18th ONA Potluck at 6:30 pm – Everyone is invited! 
Jan and Angie Buchanan will be hosts.  We live at 51 Founders Way Arden 28794.  Please call 
for directions, 651-8266 or use mapquest.  Families with children are welcome, but bring toys to 
play with as we have very few.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
July 20 – Special Worship Service and Evening Concert 
Singer, storyteller and folk-theologian, Ed Kilbourne, combines acoustic guitar, keyboards, and 
singing with a storytelling style that has been compared to that of Garrison Keillor, the radio 
humorist from   “Lake Wobegon” on National Public Radio. 
Ed grew up in China, Korea and Japan, where his parents served as missionaries.  After finishing 
his college and seminary degrees in Kentucky, he moved to Atlanta, Georgia and began his 
career there as a United Methodist minister.  As his gifts for teaching and performing became 
more widely known, he began to tour the country as a musician and spiritual resource person. In 
the early 70’s Ed moved out West and made his home in the mountains of Colorado.  In the late 
70’s he moved back to the South, this time settling in South Carolina. 
Ed’s  wife, Kathleen, is a United Methodist minister.  She serves as the director of the Masters of 
Arts in Christian Education program for Pfeiffer University.  Ed and Kathleen make their home 
in the country near Rock Hill, South Carolina. 
Conversations about Worship.  Realizing that summer schedules have made it difficult for 
some to participate in the conversations during June, the Worship Committee will be scheduling 



additional meeting times and would be glad to receive emails or written comments about the 
discussion questions from members and friends.  Sunday July 27 - 11:30-1:00pm at FCUCC in 
the Library is the next opportunity for conversations.  Since it  is after church, bring a sack lunch 
if you wish... drinks will be available.  A sign-up sheet with July 27th and any additional meeting 
dates and places is in the narthex. 
  These are the questions for generating our "conversation":1. Which elements of our worship 
give you joy? 2. As you prepare to come to worship on Sundays, what do you look forward to? 
3. Describe those times you have been most engaged, alive and motivated in worship...4. If you 
had three  wishes for worship, what would they be? 
Worship Committee members are Mike Bircher, LisaRose Barnes, Angie Buchanan, Don Pfister, 
Pat Parker and Alice Martin-Adkins, chair. 
 
FCUCC Sanctuary to open for prayer and meditation.  The Executive Board has approved a 
plan to open up our sanctuary to the community on Tuesday mornings from 9 – 11 for prayer 
and meditation beginning the first Tuesday in August., the 5th  (We will try a trial period of 
two months.)  We will need at least two volunteers each Tuesday morning.  If you can help, 
please let Virginia Himmelheber know at 333-4904 or email vhimmelheb@aol.com. 
 
Room in the Inn.  We are hosting Room in the Inn August 3 – 10.  As a congregation, we have 
the opportunity to provide “home” for our women guests and for ourselves.  Please look at the 
calendar in the Friendship Hall and sign up to help with transportation, food, over-night hosting 
and set-up, clean-up.  Thank you. Elizabeth Eve 
 
Faith and Arts Camp:  “Room at the Table”  The Arts Commission hopes you and your 
family will reserve Friday evening, August 15 and Saturday, August 16 to participate in the 
first Faith and Arts Extravaganza to be held here on our Oak Street campus.  You may 
remember a previous event, “Camp Create,” held on the Kenilworth campus when we were in 
transition to our new home here on Oak Street.  Everyone will receive a brochure by mail in July 
outlining our exciting offering of workshops and “Creation Stations”  Stay tuned for more detail! 
 
National Arbor Day Foundation recognition.  We received an acknowledgement from the 
Foundation for the 71 Native trees that First Congregational donated to gulf coast communities 
that lost trees to Hurricane Katrina.  The acknowledgement states, “The trees planted for you 
are an act of optimism and kindness, a labor of love, and a commitment to stewardship.”  Look 
for the acknowledgement on a bulletin board in the Friendship Hall. 
 
Check It Out!  Two cabinet-makers, John Himmelheber and David Langrall,  have completed 
and delivered a most handsome Fair Trade storage and display cabinet for our coffees and 
chocolates.  Take a look for yourself in the Friendship Hall.   Thank you, John and David!  
 

Tornado and flood relief being sought.  The United Church of Christ is recruiting volunteers 
to help victims of the recent tornadoes and floods in the Midwest.  For information, go to 
http://www.ucc.org/volunteer/disaster-recovery-volunteers/midwest-floods-tornadoes.htm.  
The UCC is also accepting online donations to help with these disasters. 
 
There's still time to register for many of the summer camp sessions sponsored by the 
Southern Conference of the United Church of Christ.  (There's even a camp for grandparents 
and grandchildren!)  For information, go to http://www.jrvc.org 
 
ONA Committee Announcement.  The ONA Committee is working with the Coalition for 
Equality to provide a community response to the Exodus International Conference being held at 
the Ridgecrest Center July 15-19.  This religious conference encourages people effected by 
homosexuality to become straight through Christian Reparative Therapy, aimed at changing 
one’s sexual orientation.  The Coalition for Equality rejects reparative therapy as scientifically 
unfounded, ineffective and h armful to LGBTs, their families and the community.  Please notice 
the insert in today’s bulletin, “You’re Fine,” which details all of the events planned to coincide 
with the Exodus conference dates.  Thank you for your support.  Mary Cowal, Chair.   Go to:  
http://www.equality asheville.org where you may sign the Community Statement of support for 
LGBT citizens or the statement will be available for signing in the Narthex and Gallery after 
worship today. 
 

Church Staff Announcements 
Our June 29 gifts to FCUCC:  $3,683.25 

June 29 worship attendance:  133 
 
Keep your contact information current with Terri McFadden:  tlmcfadden@glademtn.com or 
call 235-1363.  Our Church Directory accuracy depends on you! 
 
Send announcements for email distribution to Ed McFadden  fcuccejm@gmail.com 
Keep your email address current with Ed, too! 
 
Church Office Hours this week:  8 am – 1 pm Monday – Friday. 
 

Please consult the website 
http://www.uccasheville.org for FCUCC 

worship bulletins, sermons, announcements, and calendar  updates. 


